1-Hydroxytetralin was converted into 5-methoxy-6-isopropyl-1-tetralone in six steps.
The title compound, 5-methoxy-6-isopropyl-1-tetralone, prepared by Meyers and collaborators from 2-isopropylphenol [1] , has proved to be a potential intermediate for the construction of the A ring system of the diterpenoid (+) triptoquinone A and its analog (+) triptinin.
To the best of our knowledge only one synthesis of tetralone (7) has so far been published. The published route appeared to us very complicated and, therefore, an attempt was made to synthesize it by a simple route, which is described in Scheme for 5 minutes to obtain hydroxy acetophenone 3 in 95% yield, whose 1 H NMR spectrum clearly indicated the presence of an acetyl group at C-2. Methylation of 3 with dimethyl sulfate yielded methoxy acetophenone (4) in 60% yield. We believe that due to the hydrogen bridge formed between the carbonyl oxygen and hydroxyl group compound 4 was not obtained in very high yield. The conversion of 4 into 5 in 90% yield was achieved by treatment with methylmagnesium bromide in diethyl ether (3M), which on hydrogenation with Pd/C (10%) and acetic acid yielded the isopropyl tetralin 6 in 98% yield. The conversion of 6 to the tetralone 7 in 67% yield was accomplished by oxidation [3] with chromic acid in acetic acid at room temperature. The spectral data ( 1 H and 13 C) agree perfectly with the structure assigned.
In conclusion a simple approach to 5-methoxy-6-isopropyl-1tetralone has been developed. The starting material is commercially available and all the intermediates are sufficiently stable to permit isolation and characterization.
Experimental
General: IR: Nicolet-Fourier Transform (FT) instrument; NMR: Bruker AM-300 spectrometer; MS: Thermo Finigan TSQ Quantum Ultra AM mass spectrometer; Elemental analyses: Carlo Erba 1108 analyzer; Flash column chromatography: silica gel 60 (0.04-0.063 mm) ASTM from Scharlau. TLC plates were coated with silica gel 60 F 254, layer thickness 0.2 mm, and the compounds were located by exposing the plate to UV light. Microwave irradiations were carried out using a CEM Discovery Labmate microwave oven (2.45 GHz, 300 W). The expression "usual workup" indicates that the organic extracts were washed with brine, dried (MgSO 4 ) and evaporated under reduced pressure.
1-Acetyltetralin (2):
To a solution of the hydroxytetralin 1 (200 mg, 1.4 mmol) in pyridine (2 mL) was added freshly distilled acetic anhydride (0.85 ml) and stirred for 6 h at room temperature. The reaction mixture was diluted with diethyl ether. The organic extract was washed successively with water, dil HCl (10%) and then water. The residue obtained by the usual workup was purified by preparative chromatography (n-hexane:diethyl Methoxy-2(11, 12-dimethyl-2 
1-

-tetrahydronaphthyl)-ethanol (5):
To a previously cooled at 0 o C and stirred methyl magnesium bromide solution (3M, 1 mL) in diethyl ether under a nitrogen atmosphere was added a solution of the tetralin 4 (300 mg, 1.47 mmol) in dry diethyl ether. The solution was allowed to attain room temperature and then left stirring for 20 h, diluted with water, extracted with diethyl ether and washed with hydrochloric acid (5%). The residue obtained by the usual workup, on chromatographic purification (n-hexane), afforded compound 5 (291 mg, 90%) as oil. 
1-Methoxy-2-isopropyltetralin (6):
A solution of 5 (200 mg, 0.91 mmol) in glacial acetic acid (2 mL) was hydrogenated in the presence of Pd-C (75.8 mg, 10%) for 6 h at atmospheric pressure. The catalyst was removed by filtration, washed with a little acetic acid, and diluted with chloroform. The organic extract was washed with a solution of sodium bicarbonate (5%) and the usual workup afforded the isopropyl tetralin 6 (181 mg, 98%), which was very pure, as indicated by TLC, and thus required no purification. IR (film): 3050-3000, 1600 cm - 
5-Methoxy-6-isopropyl-1-tetralone (7):
To a solution of the tetralin 6 {200 mg (0.98 mmol)} in acetic acid (25 mL) was added dropwise 4.7 mL of 10% aqueous chromic acid in acetic acid solution. The reaction mixture was stirred at room temperature for 24 h and an additional 4.7 mL of chromic acid solution was added and stirred for 48 h. The progress of the reaction was monitored by TLC. The mixture was diluted with water (10 mL) and extracted with chloroform. The usual workup, followed by preparative chromatographic purification (n-hexane: diethyl ether 9: 1) of the resulting residue, afforded the ketone 7 (67%) as a white crystalline solid. MP: 97-99 o C (diethyl ether) (lit. 1 
